
I am excited to introduce myself as Madison 
County's Extension Assistant for Agriculture 
and Horticulture. 
 

In my younger years, I spent much of my time 
playing football, basketball, and 
participating in track and field. But beyond 
sports, my passion for the outdoors was 
always strong—when I wasn’t training or in 
school, I was often hunting or fishing. 
 

After high school, I attended Bakersfield 
Community College before discovering 
Eastern Kentucky University.  
 

I moved to Kentucky in the summer of 2021 
to continue my education. In 2023, I received 
my bachelor’s 
degree in 
Agribusiness from 
Eastern Kentucky 
University 
 

I am thrilled to be 
serving my 
community, 
combining my love 
for agriculture with 
my desire to help 
our community 
thrive. 

 
 

Beef Cattle Market Update and Outlook 
and Grazing Economics Meeting 
 

March 18th at 6:00 pm, Madison County Extension Office 
 

Make plans to attend the final meeting in our series of 
Extension Ag meetings for this winter here at the Madison 
County Extension Office.  
 

UK Extension Livestock Economist, Dr. Kenny Burdine 
will provide a beef cattle market update and outlook.  
 

Dr. Greg Halich, UK Extension Livestock/Forages and 
Grain Crops Management Specialist, will discuss the 
economics of overstocking and summer bale grazing as a 
way to rest pastures. 
 

The meeting will take place on Tuesday March 18th at  
6:00 pm at the Madison County Extension Office Annex 
building. This meeting will qualify for CAIP education 
credit.  
 

A meal will be served. Please call us at the Extension 
Office, 859-623-4072 to reserve your spot. 
 

This meeting qualifies for the 
CAIP Educational Credit 

Brandon Sears 

County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture & Natural Resources 

859-623-4072      brandon.sears@uky.edu 
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According to the January Cattle on Feed report, on-feed inventory to start the year was estimated at a little over 11.8 
million head, which is down by just under 1% from January of 2024. Despite the fact that feeder cattle supplies have 
been lower, feedlot inventories ran above year-ago levels for eight of twelve months in 2024 as lower feed prices 
encouraged longer feeding times. While I don’t want to read too much into it, this was the largest year-over-year 
decline since May. 
 

Placements were once again the headliner of the report as they came in below, and outside the range of pre-report 
estimates. December 2024 placements were estimated at 1.64 million, which was 3.3% below December 2023. On 
the surface, this seemed logical as December represented a full month of not receiving live cattle imports from 
Mexico. This also marked the second month in a row with placement levels being more than 3% below year-ago. 
 

The report was also a quarterly cattle-on-feed report, which means it included an estimate of the steer / heifer 
breakdown. In the absence of a July cattle inventory report, this has been one of the main indicators economists have 
been tracking for evidence of heifer retention. Heifers accounted for 38.7% of total on-feed inventory on January 1, 
2025. While this doesn’t speak to retention, it is worth noting that this is about 1% lower than last January and 1% 
lower than October 2024. So, it does bear watching as we move further into 2025. Again, I think imports from Mexico 
had some impact here as heifers had represented a higher than usual share of imports prior to the ban in late 
November. 
 

While beef cow slaughter was down sharply for 2024, most are still expecting continued decreases in beef cattle 
numbers at the national level. Given the favorable price outlook for calves, I think heifer retention is very possible in 
2025 if weather is cooperative. But I also think this will be a relatively slow cow-herd expansion once retention does 
begin. (Source: Dr. Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky) 

 
The Rinse N Return Program drop off will be on August 28, 2025 at Southern States Cooperative in Richmond, 
Kentucky from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm Eastern time.  
 

The Rinse and Return Program is a voluntary, cooperative program sponsored by the Kentucky Department of Agriculture and the 
Agri-Business Association of Kentucky (ABAK). Other partners include the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service, 
which helps coordinate the Program on a county level, Farm Bureau, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and the local conservation districts, and the Ag Container Recycling Council.  
 

Pressure Rinsing 
• Remove cover from container. Empty pesticide into the spray tank and let container drain for 30 seconds. 
• Continue holding container upside down over the sprayer tank opening so rinsate will run into the sprayer tank. 
• Insert the pressure-rinse nozzle by puncturing through the bottom of the pesticide container. 
• Rinse for length of time recommended by the manufacturer (generally 30 seconds or more). 
 

Triple Rinsing 
• Remove cover from container. Empty pesticide into the spray tank and let the container drain for 30 seconds. 
• Fill the container 10% to 20% full of water or rinse solution. 
• Secure the cover on the container. 
• Swirl the container to rinse all inside surfaces. 
• Remove cover from container. Add rinsate from the container to sprayer tank and let drain 30 seconds or more. 
• Repeat steps 2 through 5 two more times. 
• Puncture container. 

Madison County Cooperative Extension Service continues to offer free soil testing year 

round. We need at least two cups of dry soil to run a test. If you have question on how to collect your samples, call  

859-623-4072. Agricultural and horticultural samples from Madison County residents will be accepted. There is a 10 

sample limit per farm or home per calendar year! We would like to thank our sponsors: Madison County Extension 

District Board and Madison County Conservation District 



Please read the following information provided by Scott Shepherd, Madison County Solid Waste 
Coordinator: 
 

“Effective March 3, 2025, all same day dead animal requests for the 
Solid Waste Dead Livestock Removal Program, must be called in to 
Madison County Solid Waste at 859-624-4709 by 8:30 am (Monday – 
Friday) or the pick-up will be delayed to the next business day, due to the 
strict restrictions of the Blue Ridge Landfill.  
 

Madison County Solid Waste strives to serve you as quickly as possible with this free service. However, we 
must enforce the new 8:30 am deadline so that we can stay in compliance with the state requirements for 
disposal. Call Madison County Solid Waste if you have questions, 859-624-4709.” 

• Sign up for a KY Grazing or Fencing School 
• Continue pasture renovation by no-tilling seeding legumes. 
• Place small seed at 1/4 to 1/2 inch deep and check depth several times during planting; slow down for more precise 

seeding. 
• Continue feeding hay until adequate forage exists in the pasture for grazing 
• Spring seeding of grasses should be done in early to mid-March (but fall is preferred) 
• Begin smoothing and re-seeding hay feeding and heavy traffic areas 
• Graze pastures overseeded with clover to reduce competition from existing grasses but pull off before grazing new clover 

plants. 
• Provide free choice high-magnesium mineral to prevent grass tetany on lush spring growth. 
• Early March is an ideal time to control many broadleaf weeds including: buttercup, poison hemlock, chicory, dock, and 

biennial thistles. 

 

One of the most comprehensive yet 
concise weed publications in the 
country is Dr. J.D. Green’s two-page 
publication “Broadleaf Weeds of KY 
Pastures.” Dr. Green made sure to 
update this pub before retiring last 
summer. One side has photos of 
the major weeds and the other side 
lists the weeds with the products 
that are most effective controlling 
them. He also indicates the time of 
the year that’s best to spray. And 
early March is the best time for 
many problem weeds like buttercup 
and poison hemlock. Dr. Green 
even included a rating of how 
effective mowing is to control certain weeds. Go to this pub on the Forage Website or the direct link is http://
www2.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/AGR/AGR207/AGR207.pdf 
 

For a more detailed weed control publication, including information on each product, withholding periods and 
application rates, go to “Weed Management in Grass Pastures, Hayfields, and Other Farmstead Sites AGR-172”. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.ca.uky.edu%2Fagc%2Fpubs%2FAGR%2FAGR207%2FAGR207.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Csshanks%40email.uky.edu%7C75e05158b5b24e66f83008dd5cb9a6b6%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638768674613387450
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww2.ca.uky.edu%2Fagc%2Fpubs%2FAGR%2FAGR207%2FAGR207.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Csshanks%40email.uky.edu%7C75e05158b5b24e66f83008dd5cb9a6b6%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638768674613387450


 
 

 

Whatever the season, Plate It Up with delicious 
recipes that put a new twist on your favorite 
Kentucky Proud foods. Visit http://fcs-
hes.ca.uky.edu/piukp-recipes to find all the Plate 
It Up recipes using Kentucky Proud products. 

Madison County Beekeepers Association 
next meeting is planned for March 24, 
6:00 pm, Madison County Extension 
Office. For info, call Kent, 859-623-3576 
or Paul, 859-582-6172. 

http://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/piukp-recipes
http://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/piukp-recipes

