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Farm City Banquet 
6:00 PM, Monday, November 11, 2024 ~ Madison County Cooperative Extension Office 

Come join us in celebrating agriculture in Madison County! In addition to great food and awards,  
Dr. Gary Lacefield, retired UK forage specialist, will present a program called “Gratitude and Patriotism”.  
Veterans will be recognized for their service. 

Tickets are on sale now until November 1st and are $20 each. Purchase them online at:  
https://madison-4-h.square.site/ or in person by check (payable to “Madison County 4-H Council”)  
at the Madison County Cooperative Extension Office located at 230 Duncannon Lane in Richmond.  
For more information call 859-623-4072. 
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The Madison County Conservation District will host a meeting concerning importance of proper lime application and 
soil health on Thursday October 17, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Madison County Cooperative 
Service 230 Duncannon Lane in Richmond.  
* Refreshments will be served so please RSVP by calling 859-624-1981 ext. 3 if you plan to attend. 
 

Brandon Sears, Madison County Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent, will discuss proper soil testing, optimal pH 
for plant growth, lime quality, and application timing. Steve Blandford, soil Scientist with Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS)will address soil health, soil quality, and uses of different vegetations and cover crops to 
benefit the soil health and crop yields. 
 

The conservation district” local cost share program” is for lime application for agricultural usage. The best 
management practice is to improve soil pH if needed for your particular crop. This provides a better opportunity to 
incorporate legumes and/or reinforce cool season grasses and to invigorate soil health. 
 

Soil test of the proposed applications areas are required within the past 12 months, Soil test will be submitted to the 
Madison County Cooperative Extension Office . The Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent will make lime 
recommendations based on the soil test results and desired crop. 
 

Cost-share will be for ground agricultural limestone purchased from a quarry. Lime application must be completed by 
June 30, 2025. 
 

The cost share signup period will be October 17-31, 2024, at the Madison County Conservation District Office at 1024 
Ival James Blvd. in Richmond Ky. For further information contact the office at 859-624-1981 ext. 3 

mailto:brandon.sears@uky.edu
https://madison-4-h.square.site/


 

CWD Sample Kits Available  
at the Madison County Extension 
Office, 230 Duncannon Lane, 
Richmond, KY 40475 
 

• Sign-Out a Kit:  
Hunter must complete the  
sign-out sheet on the provided 
clipboard when picking up a kit. 

 
• One Kit Per Hunter 



Whether it’s spring, summer, fall or winter, you can 

Plate It Up with delicious recipes that put a new twist on 

your favorite Kentucky Proud foods.  

Visit http://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/piukp-recipes to find all 

the Plate It Up recipes using Kentucky Proud products. 

Madison County Beekeepers Association will meet 

Monday, October 28, 6:00 pm, at the Madison 

County Extension Office. For information, call  

Kent, 859-623-3576, or Paul, 859-582-6172. 

http://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/piukp-recipes


  
Join us on Thursday October 24th, at 6:00 pm for the Madison County Beef Cattle Association Annual 
Meeting at the Madison County Extension Office, 230 Duncannon Lane, Richmond, Kentucky.  
 

Speakers for this event to be announced. Service to Madison County Beef Cattle Association Award and 
Conservation District Green Pastures Award will be presented. 
 

A ribeye meal with sides and dessert will be served. This meeting is open to anyone 
and there is no charge for current MCBCA members.  
 

Non-members can join MCBCA for $30, (couples $45) and eat free, or pay $15 per 
person for the meal. Door prizes will be handed out. 
 

Call the Madison County Cooperative Extension Office at 859-623-4072 to reserve your meal by 
October 21st! 

Madison County Cooperative Extension Service offers free soil testing year round. We need at least two cups of dry soil to 
run a test. If you have questions on how to collect your samples, call 859-623-4072. 
 

Agricultural and horticultural samples from Madison County residents will be accepted. There is a 10 sample limit per 
farm or home per calendar year! We would like to thank our sponsors for making this possible: 
 

Find this Cook Wild Kentucky recipe and others for Fish, Venison, Rabbit, Dove, Frog Legs, and more at: 

https://www.planeatmove.com/recipes/, then Browse by Category, and choose Cook Wild Kentucky. 

Madison County Family and Consumer Sciences is seeking partners for a Free Book 
Project.   If interested in signing up to receive free children’s books, for ages K 
through 5th grade, please use the QR code, and Jessica, our FCS 
Agent, will be in touch with you.    
 
Titles included consist of activities such as word puzzles/ brain 
games/ maps/ and relevant literature.   Thanks considering this 
unique partnership to help serve our local Madison County 
families!”  

https://www.planeatmove.com/recipes/








 
By Dr. Chris D. Teutsch, Caroline Roper, & Brittany Hendrix, University of Kentucky Research & Education Center, Princeton  
 

Variable rate seeding (VRS) technology allows seeding rate to be adjusted in real time as field conditions or ground 
speed changes (Šarauskis et al., 2022). This could be especially useful in pastures where rough terrain makes 
maintaining a consistent speed difficult. This technology could improve the uniformity of seed dispersal resulting in 
more uniform stands of clover. The objective of this study was to evaluate the impact of variable seeding technology on 
actual seeding rate as ground speed was varied.        
 

Variable Rate Seeder Evaluation 
This evaluation was conducted at the University of Kentucky Research and 
Education in Princeton, KY. The experimental design was a random complete 
block with four replications. An UTV (Kawasaki Mule, 4010) was driven on a 
paved course that was 1,000 ft in length. An APV broadcast seeder, model 
MDD 100 M1 (APV America Inc., Pottsboro, TX), was mounted in the bed of 
the UTV. The seeder was calibrated for a seeding rate of 10 lb/A at 6 mph. The 
treatments consisted of driving the course at 3, 6, and 9 miles per hour (mph) 
with either variable or constant seeding rates. A Raven CR7 GPS unit (Raven 
Applied Technology, Sioux Falls, SD) was used to monitor speed. The actual 
speed was also calculated by timing each run and converting that 
measurement into mph.  
 

At the beginning of each treatment, 15 pounds of wheat seed was weighed and added to the seeder. Variable or 
constant seeding rate was then selected based on the treatment. The course was then driven at the speed designated 
for that treatment. At the end of the course the seed metering mechanism was disengaged, and the remaining seed was 
removed with a shop vacuum (Figure 3) and weighed. Data were analyzed for statistical differences.   
 

Results 
Actual speeds were not different for the constant and variable seeding rate treatments for a given speed treatment 
(Figure 5). In addition, actual speeds for the variable or constant seeding rates were close to the target speeds of 3, 6, 
and 9 mph (Figure 5). This 
indicates the UTV operators 
were driving both accurately 
and consistently in terms of 
speed.    
 

As expected, when the 
seeding rate remained 
constant and the speed was 
varied, actual seeding rates 
were different (Figure 6). 
Increasing speed from 6 to 9 
mph resulted in a 30% 
reduction in the seeding rate. 
In contrast, slowing ground 
speed from 6 to 3 mph 
doubled the seeding rate. When the variable seeding rate option was used, the seeding rate remained relatively 
constant (<10% variation) regardless of changes in ground speed (Figure 6).   
 

Summary and Implications 
Using variable rate seeding technology in low input pastoral systems could have a measurable impact on pounds of 
seed applied per acre, especially in uneven terrain where a constant speed is difficult to maintain. Overall, using 
variable seeding rate technology could reduce seeding costs for livestock producers and result in more uniform stands 
of clover. However, the cost of this technology may limit adoption. The price of the seeder used in the study was $5,800. 
This is a substantial increase when compared to less automated seeders that cost $500 to $1,000. One potential path 
to adoption is for Extension offices and Soil and Water Conservations Districts to purchase seeders and make them 
available as part of already existing equipment share/rental programs. More research is needed on-farms to better 
document the economic impact of utilizing variable seeding rate technology in low input pastoral systems. 


